Introduction
Retinal periphlebitis is a well recognized manifestation of many diverse systemic diseases. Ocular disease is a well established extraintestinal manifestation of ulcerative colitis. However, to our knowledge retinal periphlebitis has not been described before in association with ulcerative colitis.
Case report
A 33 year old Indian man presented with three episodes ofacute onset partial visual obscuration in his right lower visual field lasting 12, 2 and 5 hours respectively over a 10-day period. On the fourth occurrence the visual field defect has remained for the present follow-up period of 9 months. On examination his visual acuity was 6/18 in the right eye and 6/6 in his left eye. There was a right infero-nasal field defect. The optic discs were swollen and the retinal veins dilated and tortuous with peripapillary haemorrhages and cotton wool infarcts extending to the periphery. An ischaemic lesion supero-lateral to the right disc was felt to be responsible for his persisting field defect (Figure 1 ). There was no abnormality of the cornea, iris, lens and vitreous body in either eye. General examination was otherwise normal.
Ulcerative colitis had been diagnosed 4 years previously on a history of bloody diarrhoea and confirmed endoscopically with biopsy. His clinical course had a relapsing remitting pattern of bloody diarrhoea responsive both to steroids and mesala- Retinal periphlebitis has a reported incidence as seen by fluorescein angiography of 13% in Behoet's disease. 9 The colitis in Behret's disease is often mistaken histologically as that of ulcerative colitis.'0 However, the broader clinical context provides easy differentiation; the absence of mucosal, skin and uveal involvement in this case, besides the legion of lesser features as defined by Mason 
